Decontamination and control of infection in theatre.
Decontamination covers all aspects of reprocessing of reusable equipment. It is understandable that patient well-being is perceived to take precedence over infection control. Unfortunately the spread of infection is based on the opportunity for organisms able to move from a controlled area to the patient or staff. Continued vigilance and adherence to good practice is essential to combat the ever-present problem. This article covers the problem of local decontamination within the theatre complex, and sources of potential infection are identified and discussed.